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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 06890 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFORCGGBUS 

SUBJECT: CONGO (B) GABONESE INTEREST IN US-CONGO 
RELATIONS 

REF: STATE 89708 

WE HAVE ASKED FOREIGN OFFICE TO TRANSMIT FOLLOWING 
MESSAGE TO FRG EMBASSY IN BRAZZAVILLE. 

' PRESIDENT BONGO OF GABON TOLD THE AMERICAN 
AMBASSADOR APRIL 18 THAT THE CONGOLESE AMBASSADOR TO 
THE UN HAD REITERATED TO HIM (BONGO) THE STRONG 
CONGOLESE DESIRE TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH THE US. THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE HAS INSTRUCTED THE AMERICAN 
AMBASSADOR IN LIBREVILLE TO CONVEY OUR APPRECIATION TO 
PRESIDENT BONGO AND TO BRIEF HIM ON THE BACKGROUND OF 
CONGO(B) INITIATIVE TOWARD THE NORMALIZATION OF 
RELATIONS. THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE WOULD LIKE TO GET 
PRESIDENT BONGO INVOLVED IN THE DIALOGUE WITH 
YHOMBY IF HE IS INCLINED TO DO SO. THE DEPARTMENT OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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STATE REQUESTS THEREFORE THAT AMBASSADOR DERIX BE 
PREPARED TO REACT FURTHER AS APPROPRIATE." 
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